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PROLOGUE
SCENE: Rostrum of the United States
Senate, April, 1917,
AT RISE: The stage and house are in complete

darkness, Then gradually WILSON

is seen, his head and shoulders
caught by the light., HE reads from
a paper which is on a stand dimly
outlined before him,

WILSON
With a profound sense of the solemn and even tragic
character of the step I am taking and of the grave respon-
sibilities which it involves, I advise that Congress declare
the recent course of the Imperial German Government to be
in fact nothing less than war against the Government and
people of the United States; that it formally accept the
status of belligerency which has thus been thrust upon its
and that it take immediate steps to exert all its power
and employ all its resources to bring the Government of
the German Empire to terms and end the war.

Let us make clear to all the world what our motives and
objectives are. We have no selfish ends to serve., We
desire no conquest, no dominion, We seek no indemnities

for ourselves, no material compensation for the sacrifices
we shall freely make. We are but one of the champions

Of the rights of mankind, We shall be satisfied when those
rights have been made as secure as the faith and the freedom
of nations can make them.

It is a fearful thing to lead this great, peaceful people
into war, But the right is more precious than peace, and
we shall fight for the things which we have always carried
nearest our hearts =-- for Democracy, for the right of those
‘who submit to authority to have a voice in their own govern=-
ments, for the rights and liberties of small nations, for

a universal dominion of right by such a concert of free
peoples as shall bring peace and safety to all nations and
make the world itself at last free.

T0 such a task we can dedicate our lives and our fortunes,
everything that we are and everything that we have, with

e pride of those who know that the day has come when

’ ica is privileged to spend her blood and her might for
the principles that gave her birth and happiness, and the

Peace which she has treasured,

God helping her, she can do no other,
BLACKOUT
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(For ten seconds there is no sound

in the darkened house. Then, from
a distance, come the martial strains
The

of a band playing "Over There.”
music gradually increases in volume
as if the band were approaching)
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